
WWI leading to WWII and Chaos

The chaos that WWI created sparked many issues/ conflicts worldwide!
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A Brief History of Ireland

•The Anglo -Norman conquest of Ireland began in 
the 1170s during a civil war between Irish lords.

• One lord, Strongbow, asked for assistance in his 
fight from English King Henry II.

•This intervention resulted in the English king 
claiming over-lordship over all of Ireland for both 
his family and the English part of the Catholic 
Church.

•From this point on, Irish lords would struggle and 
fail to force the English to leave Ireland.



Ireland during the 16th and 17th centuries

•Irish rebellions were put down by force by the 
successors.

•She rewarded her troops with land in Ireland.

•Scottish successor, James I also rewarded his 
supporters with land in Ireland (known 
as plantations.)

• This tradition was continued by Lord Protector 
Oliver Cromwell after the English Civil War

•Irish Catholic lords were forced off their land to 
be replaced by Protestant English and Scottish 
settlers.



Potato Famine (1845-1849)

The 19th Century saw the Irish population 
decimated by emigration and the Irish potato 
famine.



Attitudes about Independence
"Ireland is too great to be unconnected with us, and too near us to be dependent 
on a foreign state, and too little to be independent."

-C.T. Grenville to the Duke of Rutland, December 3, 1784

•This statement sums up the attitude of Great Britain toward Ireland from the 
twelfth century to the twentieth.

•However, the Irish demand for Home Rule grew over the course of the 19th

Century as the British government passed laws excluding Catholics from 
government, education and job opportunities.

•This meant that the ethnic Irish were essentially excluded from their own rule as 
the Anglo-Irish were Protestant.



Easter Rising (1916)

•During WWI, the British were focused on 
fighting the Germans in Europe and Irish 
Nationalist Groups (including Sinn Fein and the 
Irish Republican Brotherhood) took this 
opportunity to rise up in Dublin and seize 
control of many government buildings for 
almost a week.

•They believed that Germany would send them 
re-enforcements and arms. They declared an 
Irish republic independent from Britain.



Easter Rising (1916)

•https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cew_ZLgi3Cc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cew_ZLgi3Cc


British Response
•Overall the British authorities responded 
slowly but by Friday 28th April, the 1,600 
rebels (more had joined during the week) 
were facing 18-20,000 soldiers.

•In total, the Rising cost 450 persons killed, 
2,614 injured, and 9 missing, almost all in 
Dublin..

•Sir John Maxwell, the British Commander-
in-Chief caused sixteen of the Irish to be 
court-martialed and shot. The execution of 
these men was an attempt to end the 
Provisional Government of Ireland.



Irish War of Independence

•From 1919 to 1921, Sinn Fein (the Irish nationalist political party) and the 
Irish Republican Army (the IRA) fought a War of Independence against the 
British army.

•This involved a refusal to participate in British government activities as 
well as military raids on British positions in Ireland. Violence culminated in 
“Bloody Sunday” on 21st November 1920 when both IRA and British forces 
killed civilians

•In July 1921, a truce was called creating the independent Irish Republic; 
however, the Protestant majority in Northern Ireland demanded to remain 
in the United Kingdom out of concern that they would not have a voice in a 
majority Catholic Ireland.



The Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921
•In December, the Anglo-Irish Treaty was signed, the terms of 
which created the Irish Free State – made up from 26 of 32 
counties – roughly what is the Republic of Ireland today. The 
treaty did give autonomy but made the Irish Free State part of 
the British Commonwealth and its citizens had to swear 
allegiance to the Crown.

•The remaining 6 counties became Northern Ireland and part 
of the United Kingdom of England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland.

•The treaty was rejected by a core group of Irish nationalists 
who retained the names of Sinn Fein and the IRA. They would 
continue to fight for a united Catholic Ireland.

•Their fight would focus on making life intolerable in Northern 
Ireland, but it would soon impact all of the UK and even the 
Republic of Ireland


