
WWI leading to WWII and Chaos

The chaos that WWI created sparked many issues/ conflicts worldwide!
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Ottoman Empire before/during WWI



A little bit of 
background...

•After WWI, the Ottoman 
Empire was left in shambles.

•The Ottoman Empire was a 
diverse, multi cultural empire 
for many hundreds of years

•Ruled by a sultan (Emperor) 
- Abdul Hamid

•Once the empire dissolved, 
corruption was rampant and 
many new factions vied for 
power.



Armenians

•The Armenian people have made their home in the Caucasus region of Eurasia 
for some 3,000 years.

• For some of that time, the kingdom of Armenia was an independent entity

• During the 15th century, the ottoman empire absorbed the area- a Muslim 
empire

•They permitted religious minorities like the Armenians to maintain some 
autonomy, but they also subjected Armenians, who they viewed as “infidels,” to 
unequal and unjust treatment.

•Christians had to pay higher taxes than Muslims, for example, and they had 
very few political and legal rights.

•Lots of resentment towards Christain Armenians-
• Typically wealthier

•Aligned with more western standards and ideals





The Young Turks
•In 1908, a new government came to power in Turkey.

•A group of reformers who called themselves the “Young Turks” overthrew 
Sultan Abdul Hamid and established a more modern constitutional 
government.

•They permitted religious minorities like the Armenians to maintain some 
autonomy, but they also subjected Armenians, who they viewed as “infidels,” 
to unequal and unjust treatment.

•Christians had to pay higher taxes than Muslims, for example, and they had 
very few political and legal rights.

•This began the "Turkification" of the Ottoman Empire





Genocide begins (1915)

•The genocide was carried out during and after World War I and 
implemented in two phases—

•the wholesale killing of the able-bodied male population through 
massacre and subjection of army conscripts to forced labor

•followed by the deportation of women, children, the elderly, and 
the infirm on death marches leading to the Syrian Desert.





A Secret Genocide

• Ordinary Armenians were turned out of their homes and sent on death 
marches through the Mesopotamian desert without food or water.

•Frequently, the marchers were stripped naked and forced to walk under 
the scorching sun until they dropped dead. People who stopped to rest 
were shot.

•Records show that during this “Turkification” campaign, government 
squads also kidnapped children, converted them to Islam and gave them 
to Turkish families. 

•In some places, they raped women and forced them to join Turkish 
“harems” or serve as slaves. Muslim families moved into the homes of 
deported Armenians and seized their property.















German involvement?

“Here in Germany, we have become accustomed to viewing the 
periodically repeated Armenian massacres as being merely a 
natural reaction to the Armenian businessman’s system of draining 
others dry. The Armenians were called the Jews of the Orient…”

“The Germans gave the Turks the idea that one easy way to kill all 
the Armenians was to have them deported away from their homes 
and towns under the pretense that they were in a war zone, and let 
them die slowly due to exposure, hunger, thirst, and disease.”

Donald E. Miller and Lorna Touryan Miller. Survivors: An Oral History of the Armenian Genocide. (Berkley: University of California Press, 1993), 175.



Legacy of the genocide

•Approximately one and a half million
Armenians were killed from 1915-1923. 
The remaining part was either Islamized 
or exiled.

•Many countries refused to recognize 
this event as a genocide for many years

•Turkey still refuses to acknowledge this 
event



Genocide?

gen·o·cide

noun

the deliberate killing of a large group of people, especially 
those of a particular ethnic group or nation.

It is a various step process- which requires much planning 
and intention


